

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 4th March 2014, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:

Joe Dobie
D. Graham

P Hedley
N Hogarth
C. Parker
A. Stewart
A. Wallace (Chair)

IN ATTENDANCE:


Assistant Parish Clerk and 4 member of the public.
PRESENTATION OF FINAL PROPOSALS FOR THE RESTORATION OF EAST BEDLINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE

The Assistant Clerk delivered a powerpoint presentation of the final proposed plans for refurbishment of the former Co-op building and explained that the presentation was to infom members of the community on the developments and invite comments and observations.  A question was asked regarding the times scales.  The assistant clerk indicated that the phase one work to the lower floor and weather proofing of the upper floor is expected to be completed in November this year subject to planning consents.  The completion of the upper floor is dependent of external funding and an application will shortly be submitted to Big Lottery.  Should funding be achieved the work could start along side the work on phase one but it is not expected to be completed until late 2015/ early 2016. A question was asked regarding heat capture and it was explained that this was being addressed during the design process along with double and secondary glazing.  A question was asked regarding contingencies and it was confirmed that contingencies had been build into both phases of the project.  The development team were specialists in developing former co-op halls. There were no negative comments sumitted from members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
A member of the public asked if the Parish Council had paid the traders for supply of the Christmas lights. The Chair responded that they had agreed not to pay the funds and that no further correspondence had been received from the traders.  He recognised that some members of the community including the enquirer were keen to see progress made.
There were no further questions from members of the pulic.

CO0166/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillor Andrea Innes.
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.
CO167/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th February 2014 are signed as a correct record.

CO168/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Stewart referred to minute CO163/13 and his concerns regarding the viability fo the proposed charter and the number of meetings that will further impact on the time given freely by parish councillors.  The Chair offered his own opinon of the process.   The assistant clerk advised that a further consultation document would be circulated electronically to members which would enable each councillor to submit their own views on the draft charter.  There is also a requirement to submit a Parish response 
RESOLVED That the Clerk submit a formal response with regard to the updated charter on behalf of the Parish Council and that individual councillors submit individual comments directly.
CO169/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
No declarations applicable to the business to be conducted.
CO170/13
5. POLICE REPORT
The assistant clerk advised that the Neighbouhood Officers had submitted their apologies as they were dealing with a serious matter and had called earlier in the day to retrieve footage from the CCTV cameras to assist them with their enquiries.
RESOLVED


That the police apologies be noted.  

CO171/13
6. CORRESPONDANCE
RESOLVED 
That the correspondence is noted.
CO172/13
7. CLERKS REPORT
In the absence of the Clerk the Assistant Clerk reported that 

· a follow up meeting had been arranged with NCC Locality Manager Helen Griffiths and Fire Chief Alex Bennet on Wednesday 26 March at 3pm all councillors who would like to attend were welcome to do so.  It was envisaged that future meetings with the officers would be joint meetings with West Bedlington Town Council.

· Work would start on the War Memorial in April and contact had been re-established with Evan Paton who is liaising with the Royal British Legion on a re-dedication event.  Contact details are to be shared with Rev Ian Hennerby in order that all parties can work together to develop this celebration. The Chair raised awareness of an initiative promoted in the Newcastle Journal seeking stories of human interest from the families of those who served during the war and suggested that a similar article could run in the parish newsletter.
· The Clerk had met with representatives of NCC in relation to the invoice submitted for work carried out on the Gap Site.  It was agreed that a survey of measured work was to be undertaken.

· The assistant clerk also made reference to a training opportunity for councillors that was to be run by NALC.

RESOLVED

That the assistant clerks report be noted. 

CO173/13
8. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

RESOLVED

That the schedule of invoices and payment vouchers be approved.

CO174/13
9. FINANCIL POSITION

RESOLVED

That the cleared balance as at 28th February 2014 of £63,077.48 is noted.
CO175/13
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation up to 31 January 2014 be approved.
CO176/13
11. BUDGET OUTTURN 2013/14

The clerk advised that there had been some change since the previous report and that he expected balances at the year end to be in the region of £51-60,000.
CO177/13
12. MATTERS FOR DECISION
The offer of a presentation from National Grid in relation to an electricity link between Cambois and Norwary was considered.  Members agreed that they would prefer to receive information when the project had developed  a little further.
RESOLVED

That the clerk responds on behalf of the parish council and requests that a presentation be made at a later date.
CO178/13
13. SMALL GRANTS AND DONATIONS

RESOLVED

That a grant of £75 be awarded to the TOMA (Children’s Cancer) Fund.
That an application from Bedlington Community High School be deferred to the next financial year.
CO179/13
14. MINUTES OF WORKING GROUPS
Minutes of the Planning and Corporate Strategy working group was circulated to members.  Councillor Graham referred to item 4 and asked if the poll had been listed.  The assistant clerk advised that councillors had not come forward with an additional suggestion and clarified that it would be a poll not a survey to gather more names.
RESOLVED

That the minutes of the working group are noted.
That the online poll is listed on the Parish Council website. 

CO180/13
15. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
15.1
CSI Bedlington Station – The assistant clerk informed the meeting that the Parish Council had been successful in an application to LMAPs to host a joint event with the Neighbourhood Polciing Team, Youth Service and a local cycle repairer to deliver a Cycle Safety Initiative on Saturday 15 March at East Bedlington Community Centre.
RESOLVED

That the information be noted.

DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be Tuesday 1st April 2014 commencing at 6:00 pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.30pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...
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