

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 1st April 2014, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
Jay Davis

Joe Dobie
D. Graham

P Hedley
N Hogarth
A Innes
A. Stewart
A. Wallace (Chair)

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 4 member of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
The Chair of Bedlington Forum (Brian Oliver) raised an issue concerning horse riding in Gallagher Park which was causing damage to the foofball pitches. Councillor Graham also commented on horse mess on the paths in the park which was a hazard to push chairs and disability buggies.  Mr Oliver then commented that it was an offence for horses to foul a foot path but not the public highway. 
It was the consensus of the members that Mr Oliver could rely on the support of the parish council when raising this matter with Northumberland County Council.
CO0181/13
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors Terry Johnstone and Colin Parker. Councillor Stewart updated the meeting on Councillor Parker’s progress following his recent operation  and spoke on behalf of all the staff and members in wishing he and his wife Lorna well.

The Chair added his own well wishes to Councillor Parker and his family and went on to explain the reason for Councillor Johnstone’s absence, which was due to he acting as agent for the Labour candidate in Stockton South.  

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted and that the Council wish Councillor Parker a speedy recovery.
CO182/13
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 4th March 2014 are signed as a correct record.

CO183/13
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


RESOLVED .
CO184/13
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
No declarations applicable to the business to be conducted.
CO185/13
5. POLICE REPORT
The assistant clerk advised that the Neighbouhood Officers had sent in their apologies and circulated a written report on their behalf.
RESOLVED


That the police report be noted.  

CO186/13
6. CORRESPONDANCE
A number of items were raised for clarification/comment as follows;

(1) The Chair referred to item 531 commenting on the mixed reaction to the announcement that the Bio Mass project would not now be going ahead, referring to the concerns of local residents but also the loss of jobs and community gain.

(2) Councillor Innes enquired regarding item 533 (Surface Mining by UK Coal) – which was planned to take place at the Hathery lonnen area between Bebside and Horton.

(3) The Chair referred to item 534 Cambois bus services which would be discussed at the Planning & Corporate Strategy Working Group to be hel on Tuesday 9th May 2014.
(4) With reference to item 535 Councillor Graham referred to problems experience at West Bedlington though failure to notify them of cancellations. The Assistant clerk advised that East Bedlington had not experienced this problem
(5) The Chair referred to item 537 relating to the pipeline between Cambois & Norway commenting that the documents could only be viewed in Morpeth or Blyth even though the development was in East Bedlington. 

RESOLVED 
That the correspondence and comments of the clerk and members are noted.
CO187/13
7. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant issues and advised the following;
· He had written back into the accounts NCC’s invoice for £27,043.20 (inclusive of vat) in relation to the Gap Site and made a provision for £18,163.96 which had been offered in full and final settlement.

· The planters and flower tubs would be planted up within the next 7 – 10 working days.

· The Council had been successful in its bid for Section 106 House Builder grant in the sum of £5,760.20 which would be used to enhance play areas throughout the parish.

· The quantity surveyor’s estimate for the restoration of East Bedlington Community Centre was £1.196m and that the Big lottery were being requested to fund £718,000 of capital and £44,000 of revenue costs. This left a gap of £128,000 which would need to be funded from alternative sources, should the lottery bid be successful.

Councillor Stewart complimented the officers involved in putting together the bid and referred to the significant costs that had necessarily been incurred in reaching a position where a credible lottery application could be submitted. He commented that the Parish Council was the first authority to attempt to deliver a project of this nature in Bedlington Station and that the parish should do what ever it could to deliver it as there was a clear mandate from the public. He added a caveat that the costs incurred needed to represent value for money and that the Council should not be afraid to pull out if these became prohibitive, even if this meant writing off costs already incurred.
RESOLVED

That the clerks report and councillor Stewart’s comments be noted. 

CO188/13
8. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	DD
	British Gas


	485.15

	V157
	Taylor design – Electrical & Mechanical Engineers – Resoration Project
	3150.00

	DD
	BT
	103.54

	V158
	NCC – Planning – restoration project
	97.50

	V159
	Greendoor Building Control – restoration project
	540.00

	V160
	Kevin Forster – bicycle checks
	100.00

	V161
	Keenleysides
	32.76

	V162
	Andrew Thornton - expenses
	101.25

	V163
	Ian Balance – window cleaner
	105.00

	V164
	R Thornton - Cleks Expenses
	62.05

	CQ
	East Bedlington Community Centre – recovery of rechargeable expenditure
	-611.38

	V165
	Toma Fund – small grant
	75.00

	V166
	Northumberland County Council – 3rd installment of SLA – Floral displays
	1579.33

	V167
	NCC - Payroll - March
	3346.02

	V168
	Azure – purchase of pansies
	480.00

	DD
	Bank Charges
	12.53

	V169
	Hugh Massey Architects – restoration project
	4000.00


RESOLVED

That the schedule of invoices and payment vouchers be approved.

CO189/13
9. FINANCIL POSITION
The Clerk advised that he had provisionally drawn up the accounts for the year end and that the Council’s year end balance would be £60,495.19. 
RESOLVED

That the Council’s year end balance is noted.
CO190/13
10. BANK RECONCILIATION

RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation up to 28 February 2014 be approved.
CO191/13
11. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE COUNCIL’S RISK REGISTER
Councillor Nichola Hogarth presented a report on behalf of the Finance & General Purposes Working Group outlining action taken to mitigate risks previously identified and proposals to address those emerging.

RESOLVED

That the Finance & General purposes report and recommendations be adopted by the Council.
CO192/13
12. ANNUAL REVIEW OF THE SYSTEM OF INTERNAL AUDIT
Councillor Nichola Hogarth presented the Finance & General Purposes working groups annual review of internal audit.

RESOLVED
(1) That the Finance & General purposes’ report be adopted by the Council

(2) That Mr JA Ainsworth be re-appointed as the Council’s internal auditor for 2013/14.
CO193/13
13. VACANT POSITION ON THE COUNCIL
The Clerk advised that no candidates had been put forward for election on to the Council within the statutory period and therefore the Council was free to co-opt on to the Council. Nominations were then sought from the floor.
The Chair put forward Mrs Pamela Johnstone who was seconded by Councillor Allan Stewart. There were no other nominees.

RESOLVED

That Mrs Pamela Johnstone is co-opted on to the Council. 
CO194/13
14. MATTERS FOR DECISION
(14.1)
The Clerk advised that he had been approached by Choppington Parish Council to jointly fund the repainting of the Welwyn bridge and railings on either side and that he had received an estimate of £575 for East Bedlington’s half. Choppington PC were to provide the paint of which 50% of the cost would be recharged.

(14.2)
The Clerk requested the Council to set a day in late May for the official opening of the Gap Site and to nominate someone who could be approached to carry out the official opening ceremony.

 (14.3)
The Clerk sought guidance as to how to proceed with partnersip working with neighbouring parishes following expressions of interest from West Bedlington and Choppington. The chair advised that Bedlington was one of twelve main towns identified by Northumberland County Council and that the purpose of the joint meetings was to allow both Bedlington parishes to be represented in negociations concerning the Town. This did not preclude informal ad hoc partnership working with other neighboring Council’s where common interests were identified but these would be of an operational rather than a strategic nature and would not involve NCC. 
RESOLVED
(1) That the Council jointly funds the repainting of the Welwyn bridge with Choppington Parish Council in the sum of £575 labour + materials.

(2) That Mrs Joan Muter be invited to perform the official opening ceremony of the Gap Site on Saturday 31 May 2014 to be followed by refreshments in East Bedlington Community Centre.
(3) That East Bedlington Parish Council forms a working partnership with West Bedlington Town Council for the purpose of liasing (4 meetings a year) with Northumberland County Council on strategic matters concerning the town.
CO195/13
15. ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Annual Meeting on Tuesday 6th May 2014 that will be immediately followed by a Parish Council Meeting at 6:30 pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.40pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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