

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 6th May 2014, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
Jay Davis

Joe Dobie
D. Graham

P Hedley
N Hogarth
A Innes
P Johnstone

A. Stewart
A. Wallace (Chair)

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 5 member of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
The Revd Ian Hennerby referred to a road accident that had taken place on Station Road and enquired if there was any traffic calming measures that the Parish could instigate. Following lengthy discussion a number of suggestions were made including the installation of a speed awareness camera and police speed checks. The Revd also referred to coal tubs in the West Sleekburn and Cambois area which were in a poor state of repair. The Chair advised that Cambois Residents had agreed to maintain the monument at Cambois and it was not the Parish’s responsibility. He advised that there may be an opportunity to relocate the wheel and tub onto the links should the Banks housing development go ahead. With reference to the tub at West Sleekburn he was advised that it was beyond economic repair and was the responsibility of Northumberland County Council.
CO008/14
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors Terry Johnstone Andrea Innes and Nichola Hogarth.

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.
CO009/14
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1st April 2014 are signed as a correct record with the exception of minute CO194/13 (3) which needed to be amended to “ That East Bedlington Parish defers its decision regarding partnership working until all preliminary parish liaison meetings had taken place”.
CO010/14
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Parker thanked members for their kind enquiries regarding his heath and stated that he was feeling much better.

RESOLVED .
CO011/14
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
No declarations applicable to the business to be conducted.
CO012/14
5. POLICE REPORT
The police clarified the facts regarding the incident referred to during the public session. They advised of 2 cars being damaged at Queens Road, a burgulary at Bower Grange; theft of 2 motor bikes and disorder at Gallagher Park. They also advised that overall crime was down by 11% when compared to the previos year but there had been a small increase in ASB that could be attributable to their campaign to encourage the community to report incidents.
RESOLVED


That the police report be noted.  

CO013/14
6. CORRESPONDANCE
(1)  With reference to item 543/550 the clerk advised that new road makings had been introduced and that NCC were looking into other traffic calming measures.
RESOLVED 
That the correspondence and comments of the clerk and members are noted.
CO014/14
7. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant issues and advised the following;
· That he had been onsite at the Cambois War Memorial to meet the contractor and NCC’s conservation officer and that the works once commenced would take 3 days to complete. 
· Play equipment was to be installed at Jennings Field on 28 May 2014
· The results of the poll for naming the Gap Site had resulted in overwhelming support for “Station Walk” and the signage had been ordered and arrangements under for the official opening on 31 May at 11.00 am.

· There was to be a stakeholder events at Woodhorn Colliery on 27 May at 13.30 to discuss the re-opening of the Ashington , Blyth and Tyne passenger railway service.

· The guest speaker at the Annual Assembly is Anne Lyall of Wansbeck VCS who had been commissioned by NCC to deliver VCS sevices across Northumberland

· He had attended a Gallagher Park Steering Group meeting and was in possession of the final Master Plan.

· Finally, the Cage Football presentation event that was held on Friday 2 May had been a great success.

RESOLVED

That the clerks report be noted. 
CO015/14
8. ANNUAL ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS 2013/14

RESOLVED.

That the Council approves the 2013/14 Accounting Statements and Section 1 of the Audit Commission’s Annual Return.

CO016/14
9. INTERNAL AUDITOR’S REPORT
RESOLVED.

That the Council receives the Internal Auditor’s report and notes the comments therein in relation to risk management issues.

CO017/14
10. ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

RESOLVED.

That the Council approves Section 2 of the Audit Commission’s Annual Return in relation to the Annual Governace Statement.

CO018/14
11.  INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	V1
	Solon – bicycle locks & lights (rechargeable to NCC)
	401.64

	V2
	Northumberland County Council – Gap Site (includes £3632.79 Vat)
	21796.75

	V3
	Information commissioner – Data protection registration
	35.00

	V4
	Northumberland County Council – Payroll April
	3659.47

	V5
	Community Links Insurance Services – premium 
	1854.15

	V6
	East Bedlington Community Centre – Office rent 
	1300.00

	V7
	J A Tindale – Assistant Clerks Expenses
	69.18

	V8
	High Massey Architects – EBCC – Professional Fees
	8734.38

	V9
	J A Ainsworth – Internal Auditors Fee
	300.00

	DBB
	Bank Charges
	10.84

	V10
	Alex Wallace – Chairs expenses
	96.60

	V11
	Northumbria water – Rates – East Sleekburn Allotments
	23.34

	V12
	Young’s RPS – Annual lease – East Sleekburn Allotments 
	60.00

	V13
	ABS Business Supplies - Stationery
	30.89


RESOLVED

That the schedule of invoices and payment vouchers be approved.

CO019/14
12. INCOME
	reference
	Details
	amount £

	10/4/2014
	Precept - half year 
	71305.00

	Various
	Allotment Rents
	2185.40

	BACS
	HM Revenue & Customs
	2327.21


RESOLVED.

That the Council notes the schedule of income received.
CO020/14
13. FINANCIL POSITION
That the Council notes the cleared balance at 1st May 2014 of £114,594.67.

RESOLVED

That the Council’s year end balance is noted.
CO021/14
14. BANK RECONCILIATION
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation up to 31 March 2014 be approved.
CO022/14
15. MATTERS FOR DECISION
15.1
CAN Spring conference – Stannington Village Hall – Friday 9th May at 2.00pm.

15.2 
Planning Training - 8th May Morpeth Corn Exchange

15.3
College of International Co-operation & Development – request to place collection banks in the area 

RESOLVED
(1)    
That anyone wishing to attend the Can Spring Conference should advise the Clerk.
(2)  
That anyone wishing to attend the Planning Training should advise the Clerk.
(3)  
That the College of International Co-operation & Development be advised that this is a              matter for Northumberland County Council but that the Parish Council is not in favour of more clothing banks in its area.

CO023/14
16. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS

16.1
Community Action Northumberland
RESOLVED.
That the Council approves a donation of £200.
CO024/14
17.  ANY OTHER URGENT BUSINESS
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be the Annual Assembly Meeting on Tuesday 27th May 2014 6:00 pm at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.40pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
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