

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 29th July 2014, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
Alex Wallace 

Colin Parker

Nichola Hogarth

P Hedley
D Graham
A Innes

A Stewart


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 3 member of the public.
CO057/14
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors Jay Davis, Terry Johnstone and Joe Dobie.  
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.
CO058/14
2. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
No declarations applicable to the business to be conducted.
CO059/14
3. Joint meetings with West Bedlington Town Council and Northumberland County Council to discuss strategic issues affecting Bedlington.

Further to minute CO009/14 members were requested to determine;

(3.1)  whether East Bedlington Parish Council will participate in the proposed meetings

(3.2)  subject to (3.1) who will represent the Council.
The Clerk referred to extracts of the Council minutes for 1st April and 6th May 2014. He referred to e-mails that he had receieved from Northumberland County Council inviting East Bedlington to Joint meetings that would be co-ordinated by NCC and advised that decisions needed to be made to allow the Council to participate in these meetings.

The Chair provided background information as to the purpose of the meetings explaining that Bedlington is considered as one of 12 strategic towns and as such would have the opportunity to meet 4 times a year with NCC Heads of Service.

Councillor Allan Stewart commented that East Bedlington also represented the interests of East Sleekburn, Cambois and North Blyth and that these settlements appeared to have been ignored. He then outlined the considerable achievements of the Parish Council some of which had been funded by ward councillors and external funders. However, he questioned the lack of support from NCC and questioned the value of such future meetings.

Councillor Stewart also referred to the practicalities of attending meetings referring to the level of attendance at working groups and suggested that anyone in favour of such meetings should be prepared to attend them.

Councillor Parker referred to the high level of poverty and deprivation in the parish and stated that the Councillors first duty is to the residents of East Bedlington. He commented that significantly disadvantaged areas such as Cambois had nothing in common with more affluent areas in West Bedlington. This view point was supported by Councillor Paul Hedley citing Nedderton Village as an example.  
Councillor David Graham referred to the lack of minutes from the initial liaison meeting with NCC and he voiced his concern that NCC appeared to be driving the agenda in pursuance of their own objectives. The Chair advised that it was his understanding that the parishes would be able to set their own agendas. 

Councillor Nichola Hogarth left the meeting at 6:30pm and rejoinded the meeting at 6.40pm.

Councillor Allan Stewart referred to the Parish Plan and the pledge of £350,00 to East Bedlington Community Centre and advised that these commitments would need to be met before committing to joint projects. The Chair advised that no changes could be made to existing commitments and that any recommendations from the joint working group would need to come back to the Council for a decision.   

Following further discussion and all members being afforded the opportunity to contribute to the debate, the Chair moved the following motion;

“That East Bedlington Parish Council participates in joint meetings with West Bedlington Town Council to discuss strategic issues applicable to residents of both parishes. The motion was seconded by Councillor Andrea Innes. Councillor Allan Stewart requested a named vote.

The members voted as follows:

In favour:
A Wallace; A Innes; N Hogarth and P Hedley

Against
A Stewart; C Parker and D Graham 
RESOLVED

(1) That the motion is carried. 
Coucillor D Graham sought clarification as to who was permitted to attend the meetings and the Chair advised that anyone could attend, however, consensus was that 2 designated members should represent the Council.

RESOLVED.

That Councillors A Wallace and A Iness represent the Council 
4 CO060/14
 Joint Meetings with West Bedlington Town Council & Choppington Parish Council 
The minutes of the parish council meeting on 1 April 2014 refer to the potential for “ad hoc” joint working with West Bedlington Town and Choppington Parish Councils. 

The Council is requested to determine;

(4.1) whether East Bedlington Parish Council will participate in joint meetings with West Bedlington Town Council and Choppington Parish Council that will be co-ordinated and facilitated by Northumberland County Council.

(4.2) subject to (4.1) who will represent the Council. 

The Clerk referred to correspondence he had received from NCC with dates for a meeting with West Bedlington and Choppington and referred to previous minutes which indicated that NCC would not be involved and that any meetings would be of an ad hoc nature. The Council therefore needed to decide whether it wished to participate in meetings of the 3 Councils organised by NCC.
The Chair requested the Clerk to provide details of the communication from NCC and their proposed agenda and at this point he suspended the meeting to allow the relevant documents to be retrieved. Meeting suspended 7.05pm and reconvened 7.10pm.
Upon examination of the correspondence the clerk advised that the meeting was to be in 2 parts, the first to discuss common issues and the second to discuss progressing neighbourhood planning. The clerk from Choppington would be in attendance for the first part with the option to stay for the second part if appropriate.

Members raised a number of issues concerning NCC’s involvement in the meetings which appeared to be in conflict with previous minutes; they queried which council had placed neighbourhood planning on the agenda and were confused as to whether this meeting related to strategic town issues concerning Bedlington. Consensus was that this matter should be deferred until these queries are resolved.

RESOLVED 
That a decision on whether to have joint meetings with West Bedlington, Choppington and or Northumberland County Council be deferred until clarification is available on the above matters.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be 6pm Tuesday 2nd September 2014 at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.40 pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...
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