

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 1st July 2014, 6.00pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
Alex Wallace 

Colin Parker

Nichola Hogarth

P Hedley
D Graham

IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 4 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. 
A resident from Burnside referred to the correspondace relating to a planning application from Bernica to demolish 4 properties and replace them with a car park. He stated that he had lived in Burnside for 27 years and indicated that the proposals would impact on his quality of life. He also advised that a petition had been presented to Bernicia by the residents objecting to the proposals.

The Chair of Burnside Estate Resident’s Group commented that it should be a condition (should planning consent be given) that the school road should be closed to construction traffic at the beginning and end of the school day for safety reasons. 

CO041/14
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors Andrea Innes & Allan Stewart.  
Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.
CO042/14
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on the 3rd June are signed as a correct record subject to Councillor Colin Parkers name being added as being present.
CO043/14
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


With reference to minute CO038/14 it was noted that the event had been well attended and that the promotional material relating to East Bedlington Community Centre had been well received. 
RESOLVED .
That the matters arising be noted.
CO044/14
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
No declarations applicable to the business to be conducted.
CO045/14
5. POLICE REPORT
There was no Police report or officers in attendance. The Assistant Parish Clerk referred to an incident whereby youths had scaled the fence at Station Walk after the walkway had been closed and that she had requested the police to include the area in their patrols.
RESOLVED


That the Council endorses the action taken.
CO046/14
6. CORRESPONDANCE
Councillor D Graham referred to item 566 in relation to Choysez letter requesting a donation. The Clerk advised that Choysez had offered to give a presentation and suggested that they should be invited to the next meeting after which time a decision on a donation could be made. The Clerk referred to item 570 advising that he had received communication from NCC about the resurrection of the Bedlington Leisure Group and that he had confimed himself as the Councils representative.

RESOLVED

That Choysez be invited to give a presentation at the September meeting and that the matters referred to above be noted..
CO047/14
7. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant issues and advised the following;
· That the refurbishment to the Cambois War Memorial was now complete and that the rededication service would take place on Friday 11 July 2014 at 2:00pm. 
· That an e-mail had been received earlier in the day offering dates for a joint meetings with NCC and West Bedlington Town Council but he advised that his understanding was that a decision needed to be reached as to whether the Council wished to attend such meetings.  
· That there were still a number of unpaid rents for allotments and that final reminders had gone out.
· That in the interests of health and safety and following discussions with the Chair of the Allotments & Environment working group, that grounds maintenance work in play areas had been brought up to acceptable standards and that the budget was available up to the end of the year to maintain these standards.

The Chair advised that informal discussions had taken place between the chairs of East and West Bedlington and Choppington however, formal partnership working would require a decision of the Council. The Clerk reminded members attending these meetings that they could not make decisions on behalf of the Council either as individuals or as a group.    
RESOLVED

That ;

(1) The clerks report be noted. 
(2) NCC be offered an alternative times for meetings with West Bedlington Town Council subject to agreement for such meetings by the Council.
CO048/14
8.  INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	DD
	Bank Charges
	16.08

	V22
	Bedlington Station Primary School - Donation
	1200.00

	V23
	Cambois Primary - Donation
	1200.00

	V24
	Roses Quality Flowers – Gap Site
	61.00

	V25
	Steadlane Primary School - Donation
	1200.00

	V26
	Artis Consulting Ltd - EBCC
	1800.00

	V27
	Hartford Catering – Gap site
	150.00

	V28
	J A Tindale – expenses – Gap Site & rechargeable exp
	84.74

	V29
	The Play Practice (Scotland Ltd) – Round about in Jennings field
	4237.80

	V30
	Andrew Thornton – Expenses – officer’s mileage
	112.50

	V31
	Azure Garden Centre – Floral displays
	608.64

	V32
	Northumberland County Council – SLA floral displays
	1579.20

	V33
	Northumberland County Council – Payroll June
	3659.47

	V34
	Ian Balance – Windows (£60 rechargeable to EBCC)
	105.00

	V35
	Muckle LLP – ( Lease Co –op building)  
	1131.56

	V36
	Phillips design Limited – signage gap site
	348.00


RESOLVED

That the schedule of invoices and payment vouchers be approved.

CO049/14
9. INCOME
RESOLVED.

That the Council notes income received of £78.60 in respect of allotment rent.
CO050/14
10. FINANCIAL POSITION
RESOLVED

That the Council notes the cleared balance at 26th June 2014 of £73,596.55
CO051/14
11. BANK RECONCILIATION
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation up to 31st May 2014 be approved.
CO052/14
12. BUDGET REPORT

The Clerk advised that there was no change in the forecast outturn. 
RESOLVED

That the clerks budget report be noted.

CO053/14
13. DELEGATES REPORTS
13.1

NALC
13.2

Parish Liaison Working Group

13.3

East Bedlington Community Centre

The Chair advised that there was nothing to report on items 13.1 & 13.2. The Clerk (as the Council’s appointed trustee) provided an update on progress in relation to the refurbishment project. In response to a question by the Chair he advised that the awarding of the contract would be made by the Centre’s trustees on the basis of a recommendation by the Project Steering Group on which the Parish Council had representation.
RESOLVED
(1)    
 
That the clerks report be noted.
CO054/14
14. MATTERS FOR DECISION
14.1
Whether to attend Parish and Town Council Meeting at Hadston on 15 July 2014.
RESOLVED.
That approval is given to any members wishing to attend. 
CO055/14
17.  WORKING GROUPS
The Assistant Parish Clerk circulated notes from the Communications and Community Liaison Working Group held on Thursday 12th June. Members attention was drawn to the rededication service at Cambois War Memorial at 2:00 pm.
RESOLVED
That the minutes of the working group be noted.
CO056/14
18. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

18.1
Councillor Colin Parker referred to minute CO040/14 and asked if a letter had been sent to Mrs Mullholland. The Assistant Parish Clerk advised that this was in hand. She also advised that the forms for this year’s garden competition were available from the parish office, Keenleysides and the Council’s website, information had also been sent to resident’s groups to be shared on social media and that information would be put in the parish notice boards. 
RESOLVED

That the Assistant Clerks comments be noted.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be 6pm Tuesday 2nd September 2014 at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.40 pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
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