

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting held on Tuesday 2nd September 2014, 5:30pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, Bedlington.
PRESENT:


Councillors:
Alex Wallace 

Colin Parker

P Hedley
D Graham (5.36pm)
A Stewart

A Innes


IN ATTENDANCE:


Parish Clerk, Assistant Parish Clerk and 3 members of the public.
OPEN SESSION

The Chair welcomed all present. He explained that the open session was their opportunity to raise questions and make comments in connection with the business to be conducted as they were excluded from doing so once the business had commenced. There were no questions.
CO064/14
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies for absence had been received on behalf of Councillors Colin Parker & Nichola Hogarth.

Resolved

That the apologies for absence be accepted.
CO065/14
2.MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING.
Resolved

That the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 1 July 2014 and the Special Council Meetings on 29 July and 27 August be agreed as true records.
CO066/14
3. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES


Councillor Allan Stewart noticed that a figure quoted in the minutes of the special council meeting on 27 August needed to be amended to read 350,000.
RESOLVED .
That the minutes of 27th August be amended to quote the correct figure.
CO067/14
4. DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS & DISPENSATIONS
No declarations applicable to the business to be conducted.
CO068/14
5. PRESENTATION BY CHOYSEZ

The Chair welcomed Chris Conroy who had been invited to the meeting to give a presentation in support of his organisations application for funding. Chris gave an informative talk about the work of Choysez advising that his organisation supported a targeted group of young people who were unable to take part in mainstream activities. He provided details of the work his organisation carried out and its imact on helping young people back into positive lifestyles.
The Chair thanked Mr Conroy for his presentation and advised that the Council would consider Choysez’s application at the next Parish Council meeting on 7 October.
CO069/14
6. POLICE REPORT
A written police report had been submitted as officers were unable to attend. 

RESOLVED


The the written police report be received and circulated with the minutes of the meeting.

CO070/14
7. CORRESPONDANCE
The clerk advised that most of the correspondence were covered  by items on the agenda. With reference to item 575 the chair advised that this application had been approved despite the Parish Council and residents objections.With reference to item 593 it was noted that Councillor Jay Davis had resigned due to ill health and the vacancy had been advertised 
RESOLVED

That the correspondence be noted and that the Council acknowledge Councillor Davis’s contribution.
CO071/14
8. CLERKS REPORT

The Clerk provided an update on significant issues and advised the following;
· A bus shelter survey had recently been carried out. He reported that a further 6 panes of glass had been lost through vandalism. He had also identified shelters that been subject to graffiti and had arrange for these to be repainted.

· He had been in touch with Choppington Parish Council regarding the repainting of the Welwyn bridge but had not been advised yet by them as to when the work might start.

RESOLVED

That the clerks report be noted. 
CO072/14
9. INVOICES AND PAYMENT VOUCHERS

	Payment reference
	Details
	amount £

	V37
	1st Bedlington Rainbow Guides

	254.99

	V38
	NALC - Annual subscription
	852.16

	V39
	Play safety Limited
	561.60

	V40
	Uk Office Direct
	111.14

	V41
	St Astier
	5040.00

	V42
	SCH Suppliers Ltd
	1116.00

	V43
	Alex Wallace
	73.00

	V44
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses
	63.55

	V45
	BDO LLP
	480.00

	V46
	East Bedlington Community Centre
	1300.00

	DBB
	BT
	102.21

	V47
	TASC Environmental Services Ltd
	1050.00

	V48
	R & L Keenleysides
	442.29

	V49
	East Bedlington Community Centre - rech LMAPS
	40.00

	V50
	East Bedlington Community Centre - Polling Station
	160.00

	V51
	Northumbrian Water - East Sleekburn Allotments
	45.00

	V51
	Northumbrian Water - Cambois Allotments
	106.00

	V52
	Northumberland County Council
	3659.47

	DBB
	Bank Charges
	18.52

	V53
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses
	65.22

	V54
	Royal British Legion
	54.00

	V55
	J A Tindale - expenses
	55.13

	DBB
	BT
	106.45

	V56
	Mini Pony Hire
	240.00

	V57
	Sports Zone NE CIC
	250.00

	V58
	R Thornton - Clerks Expenses
	60.00

	V59
	Radio Northumberland
	75.00

	V60
	Northumberland County Council - payroll Aug
	3659.47

	DBB
	Bank Charges
	17.35


RESOLVED

That the schedule of invoices and payment vouchers be approved.

CO073/14
10. INCOME
RESOLVED

That the Council notes income received of £249.60 in respect of allotment rent, £700.00 bank interest and £535.85 recharges to East Bedlington Community Centre.

CO074/14
11. FINANCIAL POSITION
RESOLVED

That the Council notes the cleared balance at 28th August 2014 of £55,016.95.
CO075/14
12. BANK RECONCILIATION
RESOLVED

That the bank reconciliation up to 31st July 2014 be approved.
CO076/14
13. BUDGET REPORT

The Clerk advised that the budget had been revised to take account of the fact that building works on East Bedlington Community Centre were unlikely to start during this financial year. He advised that the revised figures would result in the Council holding balances at the same level as the previous year whilst allowing approximately £4,900 for contingencies. However, this would mean that £5,000 allocated for unspecified improvement schemes would not be available. 
RESOLVED

That the clerks budget report be noted and the revised budget approved.
CO077/14
14. ANNUAL AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS

The clerk advised that the Annual Accounts needed to presented to the Council and formally minuted. He advised that the external auditors had issued an unqualified opinion and that ther were no matters that needed to be brought to the attention of the Council.
RESOLVED
That the Annual Statement of Accounts be approved.
CO078/14
15. SMALL GRANTS & DONATIONS

RESOLVED

(1) That a donation of £179 be awarded to Trinity Youth Association.
(2) That a pledge of £100 be offered to Hayden Scougal which is conditional on him raising the full funding required and giving a talk to the Council after taking part in the event.

(3) That the Clerk should write to Meadowdale Academy advising them that the Council was unable to help them financially at present and to wish them well in their fundraising efforts.

CO079/14
16. MATTERS FOR DECISION

RESOLVED

(1) That the council becomes an affiliate member of SENRUG at a cost of £10.00 per annum.
(2) That it be noted that the Annual Town and Parish conference had been fully booked denying the Council the opportunity to attend.

(3) That the clerk write to Network Rail in connection with their request for additional bins advising that the Council considers that the existing provision is adequate.
(4) That the request for removal of the bus shelter at the entrance to Grange Park be deferred until all residents in the vicinity are consulted.

(5) That the Council nominates two members to attend the Joint NCC & Town/Parish Council meeting on 15 October 2014.

(6) That it be noted that the Strategic Housing land Availability Assessment was not a policy document and that the Council had no further comment to add.

(7) That the official Christmas lights switch on date would be Friday 28th November.

(8) That the Council fully supports the application for rail conveyors at Battle ship wharf and the creation of 20 much need jobs.

CO080/14
17. OUTSIDE BODIES

Election on to outside bodies

17.1
The clerk advised that the Chairs of the 18 largest parish councils had been invited to attend the Parish liaison working groups.

RESOLVED

That Councillor Alex Wallace be approved as the Council’s official representative on the PLWG.

Delegates Reports

17.2

NALC - the Chair advised nothing to report
17.3

Parish Liaison Working Group - The Chair advised nothing to report.
17.4

East Bedlington Community Centre – the Clerk in his capacity as trustee provided an update. He advised as follows;
· The agreement for lease had now been finalised and executed

· The Reaching Communities (Buildings) – Stage 2 Lottey bid had been submitted and that a decision could be expected sometime before Christmas.
· That the Community Centre AGM would be held on Tuesday 23 September 2014 and that all members are cordially invited to attend.

17.5
Friends of Gallagher Park
Councillor David Graham provided an update. He advised that a meeting had taken place on Monday 1st September and that the group had been informed of NCC’s investment in Bedlingtopn High School. He advised that the group was concentrating on developing walking routes in the park.

 RESOLVED
That the delegates reports are noted.
CO081/14
18.  WORKING GROUPS
The Chair referred to the minutes of the working groups and he welcomed the Allotments and Environment Groups recommendation to adopt the shrub bed at North Blyth commenting that the people at North Blyth were entitled to receive the same quality of service as experienced by others.
RESOLVED
That the minutes of the working groups and the chairs comments be noted.
CO082/14
19. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None.
DATE & TIME OF THE NEXT MEETING

The next meeting of East Bedlington Parish Council will be 6pm Tuesday 7th October 2014 at East Bedlington Community Centre.

Meeting Closed 7.30 pm.

Signed by the Chairman: ………………….      Date: ………………………………………...

Ch’n initials…
East Bedlington Parish Council
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