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JDR CABLES POWERING ON 

Gallagher Park Live 
Are you ready to rock? Your free fesƟval is back for 2024! 

We are currently working behind the 
scenes to put together a fun-filled day 
for all the family and are excited to 
announce our headline act for 2024 
“The UK Rock Show”.  

Get ready to be transported back to the 
80s heyday of classic rock, combining 
the feel of a rock fesƟval with the  
atmosphere of a rock arena tour.   
Expect amazing lighƟng and exacƟng 
aƩenƟon to detail, as this amazing 5 
piece band recreate hits from rock gods 
such as Journey, Aerosmith, Def 
Leppard, Bon Jovi, Kiss, AC/DC, Van 
Halen and many more!   

ConƟnued on page  3  

Recent visitors to Cambois cannot help but be impressed with the scale of development of the former 
Blyth Power StaƟon site.   The Cambois facility is the next phase of TFK Group and JDR’s expansion to 
build addiƟonal capacity and capability with the construcƟon and development of a Subsea HV Cable 
Facility. 

The total project investment will be £130m, including a grant for the Offshore Wind Manufacturing 
Investment Support.  The project has developed at pace, with a substanƟal cash injecƟon from TFKable 
which has been made to JDR to support the business and the investment.  AddiƟonal loan financing for 
construcƟon is being provided by 3 banks and further support is provided by UK Export Finance in the 
form of an Export Development 
Guarantee.  Funding for the 
project was finalised in 2021 and 
construcƟon started in 
November 2022.  The site is to 
be operaƟonal in 2025.      

When constructed, the facility 
will create 171 jobs and 

ConƟnued on page  2 
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   Investment in the Parish 
safeguard a further 270 at JDR’s other UK plants. 

The project takes up circa 85,000m2  of internal producƟon and external storage, with direct quayside 
access to Blyth Estuary and the North Sea. 

The project outline is the Manufacture of offshore wind array cables at 66 and 132 kV, with the finished 
product being loaded out across the quay.  The facility will house dedicated plant for producƟon of 
energy cables, assisƟng in reducing UK dependence on oil and gas, and increasing renewable energy - 
and its all happening in Cambois! 

Some staffing is already in place,  including a Resourcing specialist who is responsible for the 
recruitment and aƩracƟon of future talent for the new facility. The person lives near to the site and has 
a wealth of local knowledge which will assist in hiring staff for the new facility. JDR plan to adverƟse 
using their website,  social media and locally. 
171 projected staff will be needed for the 
Cambois site including: 

· 7 Stores 

· 15 maintenance 

· 120 producƟon 

· 23 Quality and HSE 

· 6 staff across support departments 

JDR have a well established internal and external 
talent and resourcing model to aƩract a range of 
diverse and skilled talent in the market this will 
include: 

· Careers Fairs in the local community. 

· Proven relaƟonship links with local 
universiƟes and colleges. 

· AdverƟsing on Linkedin, CareerBuilder, 
Indeed and the JDR website and local job 
centres. 

· Preferred Supplier list with agencies in the 
region as required. 

· Talent management and career pathing 
internally. 

JDR also idenƟfy training needs for new 
employees recruited into roles  and are members 
and contributors to the  Investment in Talent 
Group which was set up by the  Offshore Wind 
Industry Council and Energi Coast Skills Group to 
ensure that the industry aƩracts a wide, diverse 
pool of talent with the right training and 
development of skills. 

The Parish Council hopes that the  facility  will provide an opportunity for our residents to find long 
term employment.  Details on current vacancies can be found by visiƟng the JDR website 

hƩps://www.jdrcables.com/careers/ or by contacƟng the Recruitment Specialist - Ryan Paƫnson via 
email - ryan.paƫnson@jdrcables.com 

Community Directory 
Did you know the Parish Council produces a Business Directory lisƟng retail premises throughout East 
Bedlington?  It’s really handy, especially if you are new to the area.  If you have an online business or 
work from home, you can  list your service in our online directory - its FREE.  Contact our Assistant 
Clerk Tina for more informaƟon on 01670 828808. 
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Accompanying our incredible live music line up on Saturday July 13, we will have a great selecƟon of 
market stalls, food vendors, an exciƟng fun fair, street theatre, community stalls, youth zone, and a 
licensed bar.  The day will start at 11am and play through Ɵll 9pm. Other bands/arƟsts include:  

 

 

High energy band with a set full of  
banging tunes.  The “Fish” will 
certainly get the party started! 

Paying tribute to over 20 legends , 
including Queen, Prince, Michael 
Jackson, Bruno Mars, Take That 
and ELO. 

Go back in time to the 80's ,with 
hits from Duran Duran, Aha,        
Erasure, Wet Wet Wet, Culture 
Club and Dexys Midnight       
Runners . 

Classic Songs From The Golden Era Of  70’s 
Americana. Featuring music made famous 
by Eagles, CS&N, Fleetwood Mac, Neil 
Young, Steely Dan, America, and Santana. 

Full of glitz, glam and grooves. Expect a      
repertoire of songs from legends Chic, Chaka 
Khan, Luther Vandross, Sister Sledge, Donna 
Summer, Kool & The Gang, Bee Gees, Diana 
Ross, Dan Hartman and Grace Jones.  

Join the Rock Choir as they        
perform a selection of up-beat 
songs which are sure to have you 
up on your feet and singing along.  

A powerful rock combo with a punk edge 
performing hits by Thin Lizzy, ZZ Top, The 
Jam, The Cure and The Cult.  

Join Ryder as they perform their own      
original songs which are sure to have you 
up on your feet.  Check out their single 
release on our facebook page! 

We’re Going Digital  
We have been thinking of ways to make our newsleƩer more sustainable and environmentally 
friendly and have made the decision to go digital by producing e-newsleƩers.  

An email newsleƩer is a recurring email sent to subscribed contacts, containing news arƟcles and    
updates regarding the surrounding area.  

We feel this will be beneficial, as it will allow us to send out newsleƩers on a more frequent basis, 
keeping you up to date with all of the latest informaƟon and events in your area.  

If you wish to subscribe to our e-newsleƩer, please send your email address 
to clerk@eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk  

We will be prinƟng a small amount of copies, which will be available to    
collect from the Parish Office and other businesses around East Bedlington 
for those who do not wish to/are unable to subscribe.  Copies will also be 
uploaded to the Parish website to view along with past ediƟons.  

For more informaƟon, follow our Facebook Page ‘Gallagher Park Live’. 
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Staffing Changes 

AŌer almost fiŌeen years steering the Parish Council on a 
steady course, our Clerk and Responsible Finance Officer 
Ron Thornton is reƟring.  Whilst elected members come 
and go, Ron has been at the forefront of developments in 
the Parish, ensuring that schemes were adequately funded 
and that sound governance prevailed. 

Under his guidance, East Bedlington was the first of the 
“new” Parish Councils to produce a Parish Plan, which 
mapped out the residents’ aspiraƟons for the Council to 
deliver over a five year period.  Along with Jenny, his 
deputy, the Parish Council managed to secure the largest 

Big LoƩery (Reaching CommuniƟes) funding award in Northumberland and the third biggest award in 
the UK to ensure that East Bedlington could have its own community centre.  The facility is viewed as a 
beacon of good pracƟce and is well used by residents and community groups. 

Sound financial management has ensured that during his period in office, the Parish Council has kept 
precept increases to a minimum and once again this year a budget was prepared to avoid any rise in 
the Parish Council element of the council tax. 

Ron grew up in Bedlington StaƟon and has always supported the elected members to deliver the best 
possible outcomes in terms of service delivery and regeneraƟon. 

Jenny Tindale, who has worked along side Ron for over twelve years, has taken over as Parish Clerk. 
Having completed professional qualificaƟons, she will be drawing on the experience gained with the 
Parish Council, Wansbeck District Council and the Voluntary & Community sector, to ensure the 
community’s aspiraƟons conƟnue to be met and that good governance and standards in public office 
are maintained. 

In March this year, the Parish Council appointed Tina Rowell as Assistant Clerk.  Tina has previously 
worked at Pegswood Parish Council and will be developing her knowledge and skills within the industry.  
She has a passion for community engagement and organising events and is looking forward to geƫng 
to know the area and local residents.   

The staff team is completed by Andrew Thornton, our Outdoor Services Officer who will be a familiar 
face around the Parish as he checks play areas, floral displays, bus shelters and seaƟng. 

Chairman Keith Grimes said “it has been a privilege to work with Ron over the years. He could always 
be relied upon to provide sound counsel and advice. Myself and all the Council Members wish him well 
in his reƟrement. Jenny, Tina and Andrew are a fine team and I look forward to working with them 
going forward.”  

Ron will not be disappearing completely as he has recently been independently appointed to the East 
Bedlington Community Centre board of trustees. 
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ELLIPSOID PROJECT 

This memorial will be funded by East Bedlington Parish Council and County Councillor  
Rebecca Wilczek and external funding.  It has been designed to commemorate the life of 
the Bedlington ‘A’ pit, which worked for 116 years—from 1855 to 1971.  

There is nothing, apart from the venƟlaƟon pipe, which declares that Bedlington StaƟon 
was once a pit village, and that coal mining was a key part of life in Bedlington StaƟon. 
As a result, the Parish Council felt a memorial would be a fiƫng tribute to the men who 
Ɵrelessly worked at that Ɵme, with some sadly losing their lives at a very young age.   

The front face of the memorial bears the NUM badge and reflects one side of the Lodge 
Banner, which was created in Ɵme for the 1947 Northumberland Miners’ Picnic, with the 
rear depicƟng the fact that ponies worked in this mine unƟl the day it was closed.  

The sides of the ellipsoid have a miner’s lamp, and feature the revoluƟonary rails made 
by the Bedlington Iron Works in 1819, which were used by George Stephenson on the 
Stockton & Darlington Railway.  

The Memorial will be constructed in 
stainless steel, will be illuminated, and 
will stand two metres tall, on a base 
made to resemble a block of coal.  

It will be placed near the entrance to the  
Bower Grange estate, and will form part 
of the planned Heritage Trail.  Subject to 
planning consent, the work is expected 
to be completed this year.  

 



6 

Cambois 

The Tute has successfully secured funding from 
the UK Government, through the UK Shared 
Prosperity Fund, allowing them to   carry out 
even more creaƟve projects this year.   

They are kicking off their ‘Rude Health’ project 
with an open invitaƟon into the Tute on 20th 
and 21st July, where they will host their Art 
Show.  

The weekend will begin with a free meal for the 
community, followed by the grand opening, where the building will be open all weekend to view the 
artwork submiƩed.   

If you're an arƟst, or passionate about art and you'd like to take part, submit your work to the show. 
Please email your name, postcode and a photo of the submission (max 3 pieces per person) to          
danielle@thetute.uk - Deadline - 1st July.  

Those displaying work may choose to put the work up for sale and will not be charged any commission.  
The event is about celebraƟng creaƟvity in the community, get involved!  

The Parish Council are working with Northumberland 
County Council to develop  a disused area of land 
opposite Unity Terrace to create an aƩracƟve, low 
maintenance garden. When complete, planƟng will be 
added to commemorate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth 
II. 

Current plans include fencing to the North and East of 
the plot, raised beds planted with perennial evergreen/
flowering shrubs and a statement tree.  Keep an eye out 
for further updates on progress.  

MEMORIAL GARDEN  

CreaƟve charity ‘The Tute’, at the Cambois Miners Welfare InsƟtute, 
offer regular free creaƟve wriƟng and dance workshops, alongside 
weekly creaƟve playgroups for children under the age of 6. All     
welcome! 

For more informaƟon, please email admin@thetute.uk 

Make sure you keep up to date with the latest events by following 
‘The Tute’ Facebook Page.  

CAMBOIS TUTE  
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Coming Soon 

During 2024, the Parish Council will fulfil its plans to renew the play faciliƟes in Heritage Gardens.  
QuotaƟons are currently being sought to supply new equipment. We will be moving exisƟng area to the 
grass enclosure and re-surfacing the exisƟng area, adding a goal mouth and basketball net, along with a 
safe surface for roller skaƟng or ball games. 

The new equipment will be part funded from our repairs and renewals fund, a valued contribuƟon from  
Councillor Rebecca Wilczek’s Members Local Improvement Schemes Fund and external funding. 

The play equipment is designed for children aged 8 years and under, with the resurfaced goal mouth 
and hoop area supporƟng faciliƟes for older children. 

HERITAGE GARDEN PLAY PARK 

BEDLINGTON STATION BUILDING 
We know that many residents were disappointed to see the South Building on the plaƞorm demolished.   
Following the clearance of the site, the Parish Council is sƟll intending to take ownership of the 
remaining North building and create a sustainable facility to display the rich heritage of our Parish and 
exciƟng innovaƟon now taking place in Sleekburn ward. 

We are currently negoƟaƟng with Network Rail and hope very soon to be taking possession of the 
building and commence refurbishment.  We intend to retain the character of the exisƟng structure and  
are proud to have managed to secure the only remaining building on the Northumberland Line. 

The project developed by our team of officers has been put forward for inclusion in the Bedlington Place 
Plan and submiƩed to the Borderlands Growth IniƟaƟve Deal for consideraƟon.  The Parish Council has 
set aside funds to contribute to the refurbishment works.  We have met with the Railway Heritage Trust 
to idenƟfy addiƟonal funding to help retain the integrity of the building.  AddiƟonal external funding will 
be sought to ensure that the project is finished to a high standard. 

Morgan Sindall will be commencing work 
during the school summer break to remove 
the brick planters which have been a source 
of anƟ-social behaviour in recent years.  

A new green landscaping scheme will be 
introduced  to improve the aestheƟcs of the 
town centre. An indicaƟve scheme is shown 
and once we have received the new designs 
we will share them with you via our web site , 
noƟce boards and on our Facebook page. 

We are looking forward to contribuƟng to the 
posiƟve transformaƟon of the town centre. 
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Parish Council News 

BERWICK BANK WIND FARM 
SSE Renewables is pursuing the development of Offshore Export Cables, Onshore Export Cables, an 
Onshore Converter StaƟon and associated agreed grid connecƟon point at the exisƟng Blyth NaƟonal 
Grid substaƟon near Cambois, Northumberland, known as the Cambois ConnecƟon. 
 
The purpose of the Cambois ConnecƟon is to facilitate the export of green energy from Berwick Bank 
Wind Farm, located in the outer Firth of Forth, to the Blyth substaƟon in Northumberland.  
 
Berwick Bank Offshore Wind Farm has the potenƟal to deliver up to 4.1 GW of installed capacity, 
making it one of the largest offshore opportuniƟes in the world. The Project has secured two 
connecƟon points to the UK electricity grid. One in East Lothian and another in the Blyth area of 
Northumberland. The project will be capable of generaƟng enough clean, renewable energy to power 
over six million homes.  If approved for delivery, Berwick Bank could contribute 37% of the UK’s target 
of 11 GW of installed offshore wind capacity by 2030. 
 
The onshore elements of the Cambois ConnecƟon are proposed to be situated on land near Blyth and 
the villages of Cambois and East Sleekburn. However, once installed, there will be limited permanent 
infrastructure visible above ground. 
 
SSE Renewables held public consultaƟon events in May and September 2023 welcoming residents’ 
comments, observaƟons and quesƟons prior to the submission of the formal planning applicaƟon. 
 
In addiƟon to the direct jobs created in the construcƟon of the scheme, it is hoped that further jobs 
could be created in supply chain industries. In total, up to 9,300 UK jobs could be created over the 
lifeƟme of the project. Should planning be granted, it is hoped that construcƟon can begin in 2027. 
SSER welcomes comments on the proposals via email berwickbank@sse.com 
 



9 

Parish Council News 

DELIGHT FOR DOROTHY—NEW 434 BUS SERVICE 
 
Thanks to the improvement of the 434 bus service, 
connecƟng some of the key communiƟes to the 
forthcoming Northumberland Line, Dorothy of 
Ridley Terrace, Cambois is now able to meet up with 
her friend in Amble on a regular basis.  
 
AŌer previously being able to make her way to 
Amble via bus, Dorothy would later find herself 
walking home from Bedlington StaƟon where she 
would baƩle the  cold, wet, BriƟsh weather as her 
usual bus service finished too early.   
 
The new and improved 434 bus service, which 
currently has 2 years funding with NCC and Arriva, 
with a 3rd year opƟon to extend, provides an hourly 
link on Mondays to Saturdays between Bedlington 
StaƟon, North Blyth, Cambois, Stakeford, Ashington, 
Linton and Widdrington StaƟon.  
 
The route was enhanced from September 2023 
thanks to funding from the Bus Service 
Improvement Plan (BSIP) when the service changed 
from a limited number of off-peak journeys to a full 
hourly service that runs from 7am to 7pm.  It 
currently serves three railway staƟons, including 
Bedlington and Ashington on the soon to be opened 
Northumberland Line as well as Widdrington, on the 
East Coast Main Line.  
 
The service has been branded as the 
“Northumberland Line ConnecƟon” and now has an 
enhanced Ɵmetable to improve connecƟvity for 
local residents.  
 
Councillor Grant Ward advised that he has noƟced 
an increase on the number of people using the bus 
due to the frequent service and feels that it will 
become even more popular once the train arrives at 
Bedlington StaƟon. 

 
A special 
thanks to 
County 
Councillor 
Alex Wallace 
who worked 
Ɵrelessly to 
improve this 
service on 
our behalf 
and on behalf 
of local 
residents.  
 The new Ɵmetable can be accessed by the following link: hƩps://

www.arrivabus.co.uk/find-a-service/434/widdrington-staƟon-to-
bedlington-staƟon 

Local resident Dorothy Pictured 
with Councillor Grant Ward  
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The Green Dog Walkers Scheme is a community-based campaign to change aƫtudes 
about dog fouling. It encourages responsible dog ownership and reminds owners to pick 
up aŌer their dogs and keep them under control. Responsible dog owners sign a pledge 
to say that they will clear up aŌer their dogs and will carry spare bags with them, which 
they will offer to anyone they see not clearing up. They will wear a very disƟnct arm band 
or badge to idenƟfy them as a Green Dog Walker. 
 
By agreeing to a pledge and becoming a member of The Green Dog Walker Scheme, you 
are able to collect free poo bags from the East Bedlington Parish Council office.  
 

Please clean up aŌer your dog and use the bins provided to dispose of the 
waste. If you cannot see a bin close by, please take your dog waste home 

with you.  

LET’S PUT WASTE IN ITS PLACE  

Environment 

 Keeping rubbish out of the environment is   
important to prevent harm to wildlife and our 
economy, with proper waste disposal allowing 
for efficient recycling and resource recovery.  

We have recently received reports of a         
significant increase in liƩer within our Parish, 
specifically in the North View/South View area 
of Cambois.   

The Parish Council would like to gently remind residents of the large number of bins  
provided for liƩer and encourage the use of these bins to reduce waste and keep our 
Parish clean and Ɵdy.  

We understand that there may be Ɵmes when a bin will be full prior to collecƟon. In this 
instance, please take your liƩer home with you.  



11 

Community Safety 

OPERATION CAPIO 
 

OperaƟon Capio, which was launched in November 2023, aims to disrupt anƟ-social 
motorcycle use across the North East, with a focus on idenƟfying prolific nuisance riders 
and seizing their vehicles. The campaign has come aŌer a £196,000 grant from the Home 
Office's Safer Streets funding. 
The dedicated operaƟon builds upon recent successful work carried out by police and 
partners to tackle pockets of disorder and act on the concerns of residents. 
 
This investment will allow for an increase in dedicated acƟvity to target offenders who 
are causing the most harm – using innovaƟve tacƟcs such as drones to build intelligence 
and bring those responsible to jusƟce. 
 
In addiƟon, a pilot taskforce covering South Tyneside and Sunderland has also been set-
up as part of the wider crackdown to specifically target anƟ-social use of motorcycles in 
both areas. 
 
Officers have urged people to further assist their enquiries by sharing details such as: 
· Vehicle registration plate number for offending vehicles 
· Time of day and date of incident 
· Where the motorcycle was located, and where it was travelling 
· Description of riders including how many, clothing worn and helmet or headgear 
· Description of the motorcycle(s) involved – including colour, make, model if known – 

and any other distinctive features 
 

Members of the public can report concerns to Northumbria Police using the ‘Report’ 
pages of the website, or by calling 101. 
 
In an emergency, or where a crime is taking place, always dial 999. 
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East Bedlington Community Centre 

MEET THE TEAM 

The venue is fully accessible to all floors. It is available for hire for private funcƟons  and 
corporate events, children’s parƟes, weddings, anniversaries, birthday parƟes, training 
events, exhibiƟons, art and craŌ sessions. For more informaƟon, contact Stacey Price, 

Centre Manager on 01670 828808 or alternaƟvely you can email 
eastbedlingtoncommunitycentre@gmail.com 

Natalie Cummings  has been part of the team for 1 year. A resident of 
Bedlington StaƟon, Natalie  does an excellent job ensuring the Community 
Centre is clean and Ɵdy ready for your arrival, helping with room set ups 
and making sure everything is in the right place. She is an incredible asset to 
the team.   

Gemma Simm has been employed at the Centre 
for 8 months and has proven to be a great 
addiƟon to the team. Another local lady, she 
excels in her role as FaciliƟes Assistant,           
mulƟ-tasking across the centre with every day 
acƟviƟes.  You will also catch her in Plaƞorm 1 at 
the weekend. 

James Hunter is our 
caretaker. He oversees 
day to day safety checks 
and is a dab hand at DIY. 
James plays a key part in 
the smooth running of 
the centre. 

Stacey Price is our Centre Manager. Living in 
Bedlington StaƟon,  Stacey is involved in lots of 
community acƟviƟes and has a wealth of local 
knowledge  to  help idenƟfy acƟviƟes residents 
and visitors are interested in. She is passionate 
about providing high quality customer service 
and  ensures that each and every visitor to the 
centre has an enjoyable visit. 

The Centre is managed by a Board of Trustees  - local people who care passionately about providing 
acƟviƟes for the community.  Whilst the Board looks aŌer things such as governance and policies, 
business planning and markeƟng , a huge part of our success is our wonderful team of staff.  In keeping 
with our original principles, that the Centre would be run by the  community for the community ,we are 
proud that all our staff live locally in South East Northumberland . 

We are always happy to register casual staff for Plaƞorm 1. We also support volunteering 
opportuniƟes to  help you get back into work and work placements including school work 

experience.  Contact Stacey for more informaƟon on 016710 828808  
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East Bedlington Community Centre 

SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

Pride AcƟon North Youth Team will be hosƟng a range of free summer sessions for 
children aged 8-12 years. Events run from 10.30-12.30 on the following dates 
throughout August:  

· Monday 5, Tuesday 6 & Wednesday 7 

· Monday 12, Tuesday 13 & Wednesday 14 

· Monday 19, Tuesday 20 & Wednesday 21 

Watch out for posters and social media posts, revealing the full Ɵmetable of acƟviƟes over the 
upcoming weeks. Each child will receive a free lunch bag to take home at the end of each session. It is 
recommended that you book early to avoid disappointment.  

Spaces are limited to 25 children per session.  

Contact the Parish Council on 01670 828808 to 
book your child’s place.  

Please do not contact via Facebook Messenger. 
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East Bedlington Community Centre 

Regular Weekly Activities 

Monday 6pm – 7pm WOW Fitness contact Emma Walton on 07718 955823 

6pm – 7pm Jilates—Pilates with Jill  contact Jill on 07941 691365  
(Platform 1) 

Tuesday     

9am-1pm Library 

9.30am -12.30pm Community Crafters - Just pop into a class 

10am – 12 noon East Coast Swing Band Practice Session 

Wednesday 
    

1pm – 4pm 
Bedlington Art Group - Contact Len Smith on 

07790 656978 

6pm – 7pm WOW Fitness contact Emma Walton on 07718 955823 

6pm—7pm  Jilates-  Pilates with Jill contact Jill on 07941 691365 

Thursday     

10am-11am Jilates–  Pilates with Jill contact Jill on 07941 691365 

6.15pm - 7.15pm Nintai Dragons Karate (ages 8-13)  

Friday 

10am - 3pm Bedlington Station Library Service (Bayard Room) 

10am – 12 noon Welcome Hub (including Bedlington Food Bank) 

6pm-8pm Youth Club (8-12 year old) free of charge  

7pm – 11:30pm Live Music  - Bands on stage from 8:45pm ticket entry 
only 

Sunday  9:30am – 
12:30pm Hope Church and Junior Hope Church 

10.30am Bedlington Walking Group - Meet at Community Centre  

9.30am-10.30am Yoga—Contact Fiona on 07301629038 

10.30am-12.30pm Cuppa & Cake—£2.50 for unlimited coffee or tea  

10.30am-12.30pm Bingo & a Butty—3 games for £3 

11am-1pm Bridge For Pleasure (from September) 

10am—12 noon Kinship Carers (every second Tuesday)  

We are always looking for new activities/clubs to join us here at the Community Centre. If 
you would like more information on room costs,  availability or have a general question, 
please call 01670 828808 Ext 2 or email eastbedlingtoncommunitycentre@gmail.com  
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Live Music at Plaƞorm 1 

SupporƟng Live Music 
Join us every Friday doors open at 7pm 



16 

Growing CommuniƟes 

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH VEGETABLE, CRAFT & PRODUCE FESTIVAL 
It’s nearly Ɵme for our annual CraŌ & Produce FesƟval. We invite entries in the following categories: 
 
Vegetables:  Leeks, (pot and blanched) Onions, Potatoes, Peas/Beans, Cucumber, Tomatoes, Carrots,  
              Beetroot, Pumpkin.   
Fruit:  Apples, Pears, Plums and soŌ fruit.  
Eggs:   Duck, Hen, Goose.  
Preserves: Honey, Jam, Marmalade, Chutney etc.  
Pickles: Onions, Beetroot, Gherkins, Cabbage, Piccalilli, Eggs.  
Wine:  The list is endless. Must be made from scratch (no kit wines)  
Beer:  Must be home made. 
Cut Flowers:  A vase of garden flowers 

CraŌs:  Kniƫng, Crochet, Card making, SƟck dressing,       
  Lace making, Embroidery, QuilƟng, Basket weaving …. 
Home bakes: Cakes, Pies, Quiches, Scones. 
  
SHOW DAY 
Saturday 31 August 2024  
Entry forms in this newsleƩer and available from the Parish Office. 

East Bedlington Parish Council Welcome Hub  
· Free cuppa and a light snack, every Friday between 10am & 12 noon 
· Some friendly faces to chat to - Chat to a Parish Councillor 
· Citizens Advice Bureau (9am - 12 noon) 
· Support from Communities Together 
· Healthwatch (last Friday of month) 
· Pop up Police Station (monthly)  
· Bedlington Food table available 
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ANNUAL AWARDS  

Colin Parker Good 
Neighbour Award 

Do you know someone who 
goes the extra mile to help 
out without seeking any 
financial reward? Someone 
who takes the Ɵme to make 
sure others are alright or 
helps out with liƩle errands 
that mean so much? 
Nominate them for this 
award. 

Brian Richmond SporƟng 
Achievement Award 
Do you know someone who 
has excelled at sport?  
Someone who has worked 
hard to  promote their chosen 
sport, or volunteers their Ɵme 
to help others parƟcipate in 
sport? Nominate them for 
this award. 

Volunteer of the Year &         
Volunteer Group of the Year 
Do you know an individual or group 
who willingly undertakes voluntary 
work to enrich the lives of others?  
Someone who wants to make a 
difference by volunteering in our 
community? The individual nominee 
must live in the Parish. The group 
nominee must carry out acƟviƟes in 
the Parish.  

ApprenƟce of the Year 
Do you have an apprenƟce who stands out from the 
crowd? Someone who contributes to your workforce, 
bringing enthusiasm and passion to their work? Nominate 
them for this award. ApprenƟce must be working within 
the Parish boundary. 

All Community Award nominees must live within the East 
Bedlington Parish Council boundaries. They may parƟcipate 
in their acƟviƟes outside the parish. NominaƟons should be 
received at the Parish Office no later than midday Friday 19 
July 2024. All nominees will be invited to our Awards 
Evening Saturday 27 July 2024 where there will be a 
selecƟon of presentaƟons.  

Volunteer of the Year Award 2022 
Jackie & Steve Wilson pictured 
with Councillor Dawn Crosby 
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Support & Advice 

EAST BEDLINGTON PARISH COUNCIL SMALL GRANTS SCHEME 
The Parish Council operates a small grants scheme to support voluntary & community sector groups 
who are either based within the boundaries of the Parish, or who are based outside, but sƟll deliver a 
significant service to the residents of East Bedlington, on a not for profit basis. 

ApplicaƟon forms are available from the Parish Office or they can be downloaded from the Parish 
Council website www.eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk 

Community Groups must have a consƟtuƟon and bank account in their Group name.  We do not fund 
individuals; acƟviƟes which are normally statutory provision; businesses; salaries or wages; and 
cannot fund retrospecƟvely. Typical awards are between £50 and £250 and each applicaƟon is 
considered on its merit. For more informaƟon please contact the Clerks on 01670 828808 or email 
clerk@eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk 

2024 Deadline dates for completed applicaƟons 

Tuesday 18 June 2024 

Tuesday 17 September 2024 

Tuesday 10 December 2024 

Tuesday 18 March 2025 

NHS Crisis Team: For urgent support with your mental health phone 0800 652 2861. Text number for 
people with hearing loss or communicaƟon difficulƟes: 07887 625 277. 

NHS Northumberland Talking Therapies: Free psychological treatment for people aged 16+ who have a 
GP in Northumberland. To self-refer email: tmn.info@nhs.net 

Northumberland Recovery College: Courses and workshops for adults which promote wellbeing and 
good mental health. Call: 07866 053717 or email: nrc@everyturn.org 

Cygnus Support: Helping people in Northumberland to improve mental health and wellbeing through 
counselling, therapy, educaƟon and training. Call: 01670 853977 or email: admin@cygnussupport.com 

ManHealth: SupporƟng men through difficulƟes with their mental and physical ill health. Provides ad-
vice and support groups including one at Briardale House, Blyth, Mondays 6pm-8pm. Call 01388 

320023 or email: info@manhealth.org.uk 

Bedlington SalvaƟon Army Foodbank: Email: bedlington@salvaƟonarmy.org.uk  

Wansbeck Valley Food Bank: Email: wansbeckvalleyfoodbank@gmail.com  
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SupporƟng Families 
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Community Support 

If your concerns have not been addressed within the specified Ɵmescale, you can speak to your ward 
councillor who will be able to make enquiries on your behalf.  Remember to retain the reference 
number you are given when you are making a complaint to help speed up this process. 

Northumberland Communities Together 
Northumberland CommuniƟes Together was iniƟally launched in response to the Coronavirus 
pandemic. The team proved successful and has now grown to offer a wide range of support to help 
residents keep safe and well throughout crisis and hardship. The team manage the Household Support 
Fund, which can provide emergency support for individuals and families, including white goods and 
clothing. 

If you or anyone in your family needs a bit of extra support please get in touch. 

· Perhaps your financial circumstances have changed with reduced hours, redundancy or you’re on 
benefit - you may need your benefits checked to ensure you are receiving your full enƟtlement; 

· Worried about fuel bills or financial pressures, we are working with CiƟzens Advice Northumberland 
to connect and support families; 

· Feeling lonely, overwhelmed or struggling with mental health; 

· If you do need food or medicine, please order it online or by phone or ask friends and family to drop 
it off at your home; 

· Worried about someone experiencing domesƟc abuse or concerned about a neighbour: 
 

Phone the Northumberland CommuniƟes Together Response Hub on 01670 620015 9am-6pm,                
7 days a week or email: NCT@northumberland.gov.uk 

All enquiries are treated respecƞully by our knowledgeable and professional team 

Fix my street is an online service that lets you report, view or discuss problems (such as graffiƟ, fly   
Ɵpping, potholes or street lighƟng etc) in your area. It is a simple and easy plaƞorm to use.  

1. All you have to do is mark where the problem is on a map, add a short descripƟon, aƩach a     
photograph if you wish, and send it off. You don’t need to know who’s responsible for fixing the 
problem as the website automaƟcally sends it off to the correct department at Northumberland 
County Council.  

2. Your report is also displayed on the FixMyStreet website, so that others can comment or leave 
advice.   

3. NCC replies directly back to you and is responsible for doing the actual fixing.  

4. If you put your postcode in on the homepage, you can see all the problems that have recently 
been reported in your own area. This is great for tracking what the biggest concerns are in your own 
community.  
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Community Support 

Onecall 
No-one likes to be passed around from pillar to post especially when you have exhausted your 
energies trying to find the best service for your needs. One call is here for clear advice and support. 

NCC Animal Welfare Out-of-hours Service 

If you are in possession of a stray dog outside office hours and can’t return the dog to its owner, we will 
arrange for the dog to be collected using our out-of-hours service. Call us on 0345 6006400, as online 
forms are only picked up during normal working hours. Times for our out-of-hours service are listed 
below. 

5pm to 10pm, Monday to Thursday ¦   4.30pm to 10pm, Friday ¦  8am to 10pm, Saturday/Sunday 

8am to 8pm, bank holidays 
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Worship in the Parish 

Bedlington Colliery Methodist Church 
Minister: Rev. Richard Porter  
Senior Steward— Mr. Sam Simmons Tel: 07791 249 409 
 
Visit us online at bedlingtoncollierymethodist.co.uk  
Contact us by e-mail collierymeth@bƟnternet.com or on  
hƩps://www.facebook.com/Bedlington-Colliery-Methodist-Church  

Contact: 
Rev’d Ian Hennebry  01670 823453 

Enquiries can also be made to 
reverendianh@gmail.com 

St Andrew’s Church - Unity Terrace, Cambois 
 

Service 10.30am 2nd & 3rd Sunday 

St John’s Church -  North View, Bedlington StaƟon 
Service 10.30am 1st & 4th Sunday  

Can you help the Bedlington Foodbank? 
As more and more families are suffering from hardship, demand is growing on the 
foodbanks.  

DonaƟons of non-perishable food such as long life milk, breakfast cereals, flour, Ɵnned 
foods, pasta, rice, biscuits, Ɵnned vegetables, sauces, Ɵnned fruit, tuna, hot dogs, tea, 
coffee, sugar, jam and instant mash are gratefully received. 

The Bedlington Foodbank will also welcome toiletries, sanitary products, nappies, 
toilet rolls and cleaning materials. 

DonaƟons can be leŌ at East Bedlington Parish Council Office. 

AlternaƟvely, you can make arrangements for collecƟons/deliveries by contacƟng 
Pauline Fraser on 07391893457. 
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SLEEKBURN WARD 
Councillor Keith Grimes (Chairman)   (07855 711813  

Councillor Dawn Crosby     (07714 211877 

Councillor Bill Crosby                  (07866802510  
Councillor Allan Stewart                           (07955232714 

Councillor Grant Ward    (07989 077884  

Councillor  Jayne Todd    (01670 898119 

 

BEDLINGTON EAST WARD 

Councillor John Batey (Vice Charman)  (07802 167212 

Councillor Len Smith       (07709 656973 

Councillor Keith Scantlebury    (07305 590056 

Councillor  Paul  Hedley    (01670 530566 

Councillor Rebecca Wilczek    (07779 983 656  

Councillors can be contacted on the numbers listed above or alternaƟvely you can 
email any queries or quesƟons to clerk@eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk   

The Parish Council has a communicaƟons policy and will respond to all enquiries to the 
Parish Office within 7 working days. 

PARISH COUNCIL MEETING DATES 
 

Parish Council meeƟngs are generally held at East Bedlington Community Centre on the first Tuesday of 
every other month (first being May) .   

Links to the meeƟngs are posted on our website and details are displayed in our noƟce boards.  

If there is a maƩer you would like the council to discuss, you must write to the Clerk to request that it 
be considered by the Council.  Decisions or ‘resoluƟons’ can only be made on agenda items at a 
meeƟng of the full Council. Individual parish councillors do not have decision making powers. 

There is a period of 15 minutes prior to the start of the agenda, during which members of the public 
can raise maƩers of concern or comment on agenda items.  All maƩers raised are noted in the minutes, 
though may not be responded to unƟl a later date, when research or verificaƟon has been completed. 

Your Councillors 
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East Bedlington Community Centre 
16 Station Street 

Bedlington 
NE22 7JN 

( 01670 828808 
 www.eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk 

MeeƟngs 
The Parish Council normally meets on the 1st Tuesday of each second month (first being May) 
at 6.30pm at East Bedlington Community Centre, StaƟon Street, Bedlington NE22 7JN.   
 
The first 15 minutes of each meeƟng are allocated to members of the public, who can raise 
issues and comment on the business to be conducted. 

 
 

The Parish serves the communiƟes of North Blyth, Cambois, East Sleekburn, Bedlington StaƟon 
and East Bedlington. The Parish consists of two wards, Sleekburn and Bedlington East and has 
some of the highest levels of economic and health related deprivaƟon staƟsƟcs in the UK. The 
Parish is represented by 11 Councillors, whose details can be found on page 21 of this publicaƟon 
and on the Parish website www.eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk 
Our populaƟon:  Bedlington East Ward  4,818  number of households 2,224 
       Sleekburn Ward   4,284 number of households 2,134 

About East Bedlington 

Ron Thornton 

Responsible Financial Officer 
clerk@eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk 
Mobile: 0752 842 8609 

Jenny Tindale 

Clerk 
jennyƟndale@btconnect.com  
Mobile: 07900 683 675 

Your Parish Team      Parish Office 

MP  
Ian Lavery MP 
Wansbeck ConsƟtuency 
7 Esther Court, Wansbeck Business Park,  
Ashington, NE63 8QZ 
 
Tel: 01670 852494 
Email: ian.lavery.mp@parliament.uk 

NCC COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

Bedlington East Ward 
Councillor Rebecca Wilczek - 07779 983 656  
Rebecca.wilczek@northumberland.gov.uk 
 

Sleekburn Ward 
Councillor Alex Wallace -  01670 822539 
Alex.wallace@northumberland.gov.uk 

Andrew Thornton 
 
Outdoor Services Officer  
01670 828808 
Clerk@eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk 

Tina Rowell 
 
Assistant Clerk 
01670 828808 
Clerk@eastbedlingtonpc.org.uk 


